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Hello everyone and welcome to my oration. My oration is based on the unit that we have been learning. I agree with the statement that the course has been an open narrative, as it raised more questions than it answered thus giving the students time to think about them and come up with their own conclusion. This was the most enjoyable class ever. The two main arguments were presented which are, “(1) world history since 1700 has revolved around a continuing struggle for power between social groups, religious groups, nations, and economic interests; (2) Western hegemony in Modern World History may be challenged and interpreted in a number of ways, with two major views (Westernization and Globalization) presently dominating the historiography” and the students were given time even to come up with their own thinking concerning the two. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The four themes that were discussed in the course- power, imperialism, religious faith and ideology- were the most important themes in the modern world history. However, there are some other themes that were not included. These other themes include the following. Firstly, the issue of racism is a major concern in modern world history. The racism is simply a situation in which one race is believed to be more superior than another. The aforementioned brings up discrimination in which some people are treated differently from the others. Racism makes some people believe that race is the key determinant of human characteristics and capabilities which is totally wrong. Some people also believe that racial distinctions make an inherent superiority of a particular race which is also wrong. Racism is trending issue in the current world and should have been included in the course. 
Secondly, the issue of totalitarianism should have been included in the themes too. Totalitarianism is a political system that is structured in a way in which the government has total control over the citizen's lives. “In this kind of system, all power resides in a leader who rules as per the self-interest and without regard for the liberties and individual rights,” (Solomona et al, 2005). The reason as to why we have several civil wars in different parts of the world is due to the existence of totalitarianism. Many countries that are experiencing civil wars and conflicts are brought up by the rigging of elections which makes the wrong leader take over the office. The wrong leader ends up controlling all the aspects of the societies and exercising unlimited power for the government to all sectors of the country. This is the main theme of the modern world history that should have been included in the course.
Lastly, the issue of modern warfare should have been included in the list of the themes too. Currently, we have some countries that are advocating for generation of the mass destructive weapons, despite the world’s human rights organizations declaring them to be against human rights. Such weapons are capable of killing hundreds of thousands of people in the very small span of a moment. if this is going be allowed to go on, then the most terrible organized criminals are going to take advantage of such weapons and use them to accomplish their different socially-evil missions. 
The two arguments that were discussed in this course were very persuasive. The first argument was concerning the world since 1700 and how it has been revolving round struggle for power between nations, religious groups, economic interests and social groups. the argument is relevant because this is what has ever been witnessing. Despite the continuous campaign for freedom, the human rights have been manipulated due to struggle for the power in all parts of the world. The second argument was about the western hegemony in modern world history being challenged and being interpreted in various ways, the major ones been globalization and westernization which are currently dominating the world. Currently, it can be correct to argue that globalization is western hegemony. This is because the west has been challenging the entire parts of cosmos in different series of events beginning with fall of Granada to the geographic discovery. thus, the argument was very relevant. As per the instructor, “Westernization has defined the past several centuries of world history, creating cultural contacts, ecological exchange, conflict, conquest, the building of empires, and the globalization of society”. More argument that I would put forward is that westernization occurs in specific cases that reveal Islamisation, Sinicization, Indianization which comprises of processes that continues to intersect, interact and overlap, thus illustrating the complexity of such ideas and their interrelatedness in the Southeast Asia context. 
The power was a theme was very significant for this course. The issue of power sharing is a modern issue that is influencing the organization of different country’s governments. Some countries have been stated to have superpowers in comparison to others. From the 16th century, the history has witnessed various fall of empires due to change in power. Religion also a theme was essential to be included in the course. We have witnessed the establishment of as many religions as possible in the world. Most of the religions have something in common in that they teach people on how to live a righteous life. We have witnessed the disintegration of various religions to form new ones. Religion is also said to be connected with the world warfare thus is an issue that must be taken into consideration, (Benshoff and Griffin, 2011). 
Thirdly, the issue of imperialism was significant to be included in the course. Imperialism is simply a situation in which a more powerful nation dominates or influences the weaker one culturally, economically, socially and politically. It is also a policy in which the power and rule are extended over the foreign countries thus affecting their military forces or diplomacy. in the world history, there was the creation of various European empires in different parts of the world. In late 19th century to early 20th century, Control of an area officially involved and sorted out by an indigenous society., Building domains by forcing political and financial control over people groups the world over., "the creation as well as support of an unequal monetary, cultural, and territorial relationship, for the most part amongst states and regularly as a realm, in view of mastery and subordination. Lastly, the ideology as a theme was significant for it to be included in the course. Ideology helps us to understand various ideals and ideas especially the ones that form the foundation for political and economic theories and policies. 
The faith and ideas were as significant as the instructor put them. The issue of faith comprises free thinking and having the freedom of joining any religion of choice. The religious faith and ideas are influenced by the political, cultural, environmental, economic and social factors. Politically, some people believe in certain doctrine and religion due to the political forces that exist in their country. culturally, some people have different faith and ideas due to the way globalization has influenced their indigenous culture, (Galtung, 1990). Environmentally, people from different geographical locations have differences in what they believe is true and what is not. Socio-economically, more developed countries have more strong faith and ideas that are connected to their values and customs than the case of weak countries. Given the opportunity to be the world historian, in my oration, I would write more about the issue of racism which has already been declared to be the world disaster as it has become very difficult for it to be eliminated. Thank You!
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